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Purpose and scope of the inspection 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Section 162A of the Education Act 
2002, as amended by schedule 8 of the Education Act 2005, the purpose of which is 
to advise the Secretary of State for Education about the school’s suitability for 
continued registration as an independent school.1, 2 

 

Information about the school 

The school is in Edgerton, Huddersfield and opened in 1999. It is an independent 
day school for students aged 14 to 16 who have been excluded or moved from a 
mainstream secondary school for a variety of reasons but mainly as a result of 
behavioural difficulties. The school’s aims are to engage students in education, 
encourage and motivate them to achieve and to develop the social and life skills to 
be good citizens. The school is registered for 26 students and there are 19 on roll 
made up of 14 boys and five girls. Two students have a statement of special 
educational needs identifying behavioural, emotional and social difficulties. All of the 
places are purchased by Kirklees Council. The school is owned by Compact Education 
Business Services and rents space in a building belonging to the Association of 
Ukrainians in Great Britain. The school was last inspected in May 2009. 
 

Evaluation of the school 

The quality of education is good. The curriculum, with its focus on GCSE and other 
forms of accreditation, engages students and gives them an incentive to learn. They 
make good progress, gain relevant qualifications and are well prepared for the 
future. Students’ enjoy school and their behaviour improves significantly. The 
arrangements made for students’ welfare, health and safety including safeguarding 
are good. Improvement since the last inspection is good and all of the regulations 
are met. 
 

Quality of education  

The curriculum is good. It provides all of the required areas of learning and is well 
matched to the ages and capabilities of students. The subjects and examination 
courses taught offer students many good learning opportunities, particularly in 
English, mathematics and information and communication technology. Their good 
impact on students’ achievement has been maintained since the previous inspection. 
Students use their literacy, numeracy and computer skills regularly in all of their 
lessons. The range of GCSE, other examination courses and work-related learning 
prepare students well for leaving school and seeking further education, training or 
employment. Students value the curriculum, understanding it offers them pathways 

                                           
 
1 www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/contents. 
2 www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2005/18/contents. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2005/18/contents
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to a better future. This improves behaviour and students are very largely considerate 
and cooperative. The few with statements of special educational needs which identify 
difficulties with behaving well benefit from the curriculum’s impact. As a result, 
students work hard, make the most of it and are able to learn well and get ahead. 
Some students know the four or more GCSEs they are likely to leave with do not put 
them in the strong position they would prefer but are amazingly realistic about what 
they can achieve in a short time and are pleased with this. They appreciate the good 
provision for work experience arranged by the school for Year 10 students. It is well 
planned in partnership with the local careers service and offers a good taste of a 
wide range of potential employment in retail, public services and manufacturing. 
Some students would like more experience of working life and the chance to learn 
practical skills using wood, metal and plastics and in food technology. Opportunities 
for a few students have come up for further training in hairdressing, sound recording 
and motor mechanics. This has been accommodated in their individual education 
plans without it taking away from the school’s main priority of them studying for as 
many GCSEs as possible.  
 
Subjects are well planned by teachers expertly adapting the content of examination 
courses and making study interesting, enjoyable and challenging. Students’ work 
builds logically on what they have learnt before. Work and activities in personal, 
social and health education cover a broad range of relevant topics. They support 
work experience through teaching financial awareness, applying for a job and 
managing an interview. Students’ knowledge of health and safety is developed in 
topics on the risks associated with smoking, drugs and alcohol. General studies add 
to this with work on health, fitness and diet, communication skills and citizenship.  
 
Teaching and assessment are good and ensure students make good progress. Any 
negative attitudes to school or behaviour that might get in the way of learning are 
eliminated by how well staff and students get on together. The thing students like 
most about this school is how well they are able get on with staff arising from the 
respect with which they are treated and the concern shown by staff for their 
wellbeing. This brings out students’ good attitudes to learning. They get to lessons 
on time, settle quickly and work hard. Students’ learning and progress are well 
supported by teachers’ good subject knowledge, improving lesson planning which 
covers examination course requirements thoroughly. Work is challenging and is set 
out in ways that are clear, interesting and enjoyable for students. In Year 11, for 
example, detailed planning led to the rules for calculating with very large numbers 
including negative numbers being clearly explained. Students were quick to learn 
these and confident in working out the correct method for solving problems. Most 
students are competent to work independently and manage tasks on their own. They 
are given opportunities in most lessons to do so, although occasionally teachers 
spend too long talking and holding up students from getting on with work. Students 
who need a bit more help with their work receive good sustained support from 
teachers and the adults assisting them and are able to keep up with the other 
students. 
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Students make good progress. In 2012, nearly all Year 11 students left with four or 
more GCSE passes a few of which were higher grade passes mainly in English and 
mathematics. Students’ best performance was in mathematics reflecting the 
consistently good teaching of the subject. 
  

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils 

The provision for students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development has 
improved and is good. This school helps students to feel better about themselves 
and gives them the confidence to work hard, achieve and tackle the challenges in 
preparing for leaving school. Students develop a positive outlook and reinforce each 
other’s optimism about the future. The staff’s good team work has embedded further 
since the last inspection. All of the staff are effective and consistent at supporting 
and encouraging students’ positive attitudes and good behaviour. Students like and 
enjoy the school’s community spirit and are encouraged to share its values and take 
part in all of its work. Staff communicate a clear moral standpoint and model this in 
their own behaviour towards students. The values in respecting others, whatever 
their differences, are embedded in how staff and students get on with each other. 
This has influenced and improved students’ behaviour to a considerable extent. On 
their own initiative, students manage to behave well and encourage other’s good 
behaviour. When behaviour is unacceptable, which is seldom, it usually only requires 
a quick reminder from staff before it returns to being good. Students are friendly and 
take an interest in each other. 
 
Students learn about national and local government, democracy and current affairs 
through their general studies and personal, social and health education. Through 
these subjects they also develop their knowledge of different cultures and beliefs. 
Their opportunities for direct contact with representatives of different cultures and 
religions in their locality are limited. The headteacher is exploring ways of adding 
first-hand experiences to students’ curriculum. 
 

Welfare, health and safety of pupils  

The arrangements for students’ welfare, health and safety are good. The strong 
relationship between students and staff is a key factor in ensuring they are free from 
risk. The trust built up between students and staff means students’ concerns are 
freely shared and that they are amenable to the support and guidance offered by 
staff. Students readily attach themselves to the school’s ethos and values and stick 
to the rules. This is no clearer than every morning as they arrive, and without 
question, students hand in their mobile phones. Students’ safety in school and 
beyond has high priority. The safeguarding policy and child protection procedures 
are robustly implemented. Staff regularly revisit the things they need to be aware of, 
and do, to protect students. While the designated teachers’ training expired recently, 
a refresher course is due to be taken. The school’s behaviour policy is very effective 
in promoting good behaviour. Expectations made of students are clear and 
consistently applied by every member of staff. Sanctions are well defined but seldom 
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needed, as rewards and the positive dialogue between staff and students are 
sufficient to bring those who stray back on track. 
 
All aspects of health and safety are managed effectively. A healthy lifestyle is 
positively encouraged through personal, social and health education and 
opportunities for sports. Safety checks on fire-fighting equipment are rigorous. 
Organised trips out of school are carefully assessed for risks beforehand. The 
provision for and training in first aid is good. 
 

Suitability of staff, supply staff and proprietors  

All of the checks to confirm the suitability of proprietors, staff, and others meet 
requirements and are recorded on the single central register as required. 
 

Premises and accommodation at the school 

The school shares premises but this does not affect the suitability or adequacy of the 
school’s accommodation. The two general classrooms, one each for Year 10 and 
Year 11 are of sufficient size for the number of students. Another good sized 
classroom is equipped for information and communication technology and enough 
terminals for each student. The school has exclusive use of a large dining room at 
lunchtimes and a large hall for games. Outside there is good space for football and 
volleyball on grassed areas as well as more general recreational space which 
students use at break times. The grounds and buildings are kept secure. 
  

Provision of information 

The school publishes a prospectus containing all of the required information about 
the school. The prospectus clearly lists all of the information which can be requested 
from the school by parents, carers and the placing authority. The school’s website 
provides a range of information including the required policies. Some, such as the 
school’s safeguarding policy, can be downloaded. Written reports are provided for 
parents and carers on their children’s progress as well as reports for the annual 
review of students’ statements of special educational needs. Staff maintain regular 
communication with parents, carers and the placing authority in regard to students’ 
progress and wellbeing. 
 

Manner in which complaints are to be handled 

The school’s complaints policy meets requirements. 
 

Compliance with regulatory requirements 

The proprietor has ensured that the school meets The Education (Independent 
School Standards) (England) Regulations 2010, schedule 1 (‘the Regulations’). 
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What the school could do to improve further 

While not required by regulations, the school might wish to consider the following 
points for development.  

 Ensure students have every opportunity to take charge of their learning.  

 Implement a system for monitoring and evaluating the quality of 
teaching in order for teachers to continually improve their performance.  
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Inspection judgements 
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The quality of education 

Overall quality of education     

How well the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs 
and interests of pupils 

    

How effective teaching and assessment are in meeting the full range 
of pupils’ needs 

    

How well pupils make progress in their learning     

 
Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Quality of provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development 

    

The behaviour of pupils     

 

Welfare, health and safety of pupils 

The overall welfare, health and safety of pupils     
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School details 

School status Independent 

Type of school 
Special school for students with behaviour, 
emotional and social difficulties 
 
 

 

Date school opened November 1999 

Age range of pupils 14-16 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number on roll (full-time pupils) Boys: 14 Girls: 5 Total: 19 

Number of pupils with a statement of 
special educational needs 

Boys: 1 Girls: 0 Total: 1 

Number of pupils who are looked after. Boys: 0 Girls: 0 Total: 0 

Annual fees (day pupils) Kirklees Council purchases 26 places at £8,500 
per place.  

Address of school 

7 Edgerton Road 
Edgerton 
Huddersfield 
West Yorkshire 
HD1 5RA 

Telephone number 01484 532412 

Email address andrew.czolacz@compactebs.com 

Headteacher Mr Andrew Czolacz 

Proprietor Mr Andrew Czolacz 
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and  
carers to share with their children. It describes Ofsted’s 
main findings from the inspection of their school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17 November 2012 
 
Dear Students 
 
Inspection of Edgerton College, Huddersfield HD1 5RA 
 
Many thanks for your warm and friendly welcome when I visited recently. I would 
also like to thank the group of students who met with me to discuss their views of 
school. You know I visited to find out how effective the school is at providing you 
with an education and I have judged the quality of education to be good.  
 
These are some of the strengths I found. 
 
 Your behaviour is good which is a significant improvement and the very good 

relationship you have with staff helps you bring out your best.  
 You have good attitudes to learning, work hard in lessons and are determined 

to achieve GCSEs and other qualifications before leaving. 
 The school has planned and put into place a good curriculum offering a choice 

of examination courses and good personal, social and health education. 
 Teaching is good because teachers have a good knowledge of the subjects they 

teach and their lessons are lively and business like. 
 Staff look after your welfare effectively, ensure you stay safe and teach you 

well how to keep safe. 
 
To help the school to become even better I have asked the headteacher to consider 
ensuring you have more opportunities to take charge of your learning rather than it 
always being led by your teacher. I have also suggested he finds out what works 
well in lessons and take steps to develop the strengths of teaching further.  
 
You have good ideas of how the school should improve and you should share these 
with staff. I wish you all the very best for the future.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Alan Lemon  
Lead Inspector 
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